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he past is a foreign country,” someone once wrote. “They do things
differently there.” If you grew up in the 70s and 80s, the 60s weren’t so
much a foreign country as a mythological universe: a world populated
by legendary characters and unbelievable events.

Men walked on the moon. America fought a war in Vietnam. There
was the Civil Rights Struggle, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Bay Of Pigs, the Manson Family
murders, the Profumo Affair, Chappaquiddick —and England actually won the World Cup.

JEK, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Robert Kennedy and Che Guevara were all assassinated.
Eddie Cochran, Marilyn Monroe, Sam Cooke, Otis Redding, Lenny Bruce and Brian Jones
never made it out alive. Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix and Jim Morrison were dead within a year of
the decade ending. Skirts got shorter, bras were burnt, drugs were pretty much compulsory
and sex was invented. (“Sexual intercourse began,” wrote poet Philip Larkin, “In nineteen sixty-
three... Between the end of the “Chatterley” ban | And the Beatles’ first LP.”)

And then there was the soundtrack.

Motown, Stax, Chess, Atlantic soul, Phil Spector, bubblegum pop, girl groups, surf music,
skiffle, Northern soul, Mod, funk, folk... Even if rock music hadn’t been invented, we would
still be looking at the 60s with slack-jawed wonder.

But this was rock’s hey-day. From its birth in the mid-60s to the end of the decade, rock
music exploded in every way possible — a ravenous, ambitious and infectious strain of music
that spread like a dose of clap in a hippie commune. It was such an astonishing burst of
creativity that it’s possible to argue that, by the end of the 60s, rock had already done everything
it ever really would do.

Blues rock, heavy rock, heavy metal, punk rock, prog rock, psychedelia, country rock, music
festivals — they all started in the 60s. The artists who followed may have been louder, heavier
and faster, but they all owed a debt to the giants of that decade.

This special edition collects some of Classic Rock’s 60s coverage from over the years. One
magazine can't possibly cover all the great music and stories from that amazing decade, so
think of this as just a guide —to a foreign country where they did things very differently indeed.

=

Scott Rowley,
Editor In Chief
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Features

8 The Dawn of Rock

As the 50s became the 60s, the same blues and pioneering rock'n'roll
dominated the charts - so how did it evolve into rock music?

10 25 Songs That

The old- I blues, gospd skiffle and rock'n'roll tunes that
influenced the songwriters of 60s rock.

121966 And All That

Dylan, Beatles, Rolling Stones: it was the year that built rock and one of
the most important tuming points for music in the 20th century. Here's
how it all took off...

16 1966 Blues

Who were the main players in shaping the 60s guitar sound and how
did they do it? All-star profiles of legendary axemen Jeff Beck, Jimmy
Page, Peter Green and Eric Clapton.

22 John Mayall
& The Blueshreakers

The band's self-titled ‘Beano’ album was a crucial historical benchmark
and the vital missing link that straddled blues and the genesis of rock.
This is the story behind how it was made.

s
31 66 From 66
As a focus of the decade, we detail 66 classic singles and albums from
the year that changed rock music forever.

46 Story Behind The Song

How little- kmwn pop-rock band The Zombies came together to make
one of the decade s most enduring classic songs, She'’s Not There.

48 Peter Green’s
Fleetwood Mac

Long before the likes of Rumours and Tusk, Fleetwood Mac were a
serious blues rock outfit. This is the full story of how they laid the
foundations for those who followed in their wake.

56 Cream

Ginger Baker, Eric Clapton, Jack Bruce. A supergroup before the term
was invented and favourites of Hendrix, they were the kings of 60s
psyche rock - but the notoriety came at a cost.

61 Blind Faith
Steve Winwood's all-star ensemble only produced one album but it
was a 60s classic.

62 The Doors

Continually discovered by a new generation, the Doors could only have
been forged in the 60s. This feature investigates the early years of the
sun kings and separates the myths of Jim Morrison from the facts.

FE Stor{r Behind The Song

Instantly recognisable from its first note, Wild Thingby The Troggs
perfectly encapsulated the naiveity of the 60s sexual revolution.
Something was in the air, but it didn't always smell good.

76 'The Small Faces

The mods were on the march and along with the Kinks and The
Who, The Small Faces blurred the lines between rock, soul,
psychedelia and the English Condition. This is the story behind
their classic Ogden’s Nut Gone Flake album

80 The Who

One of the 60s most notorious rabble-rousing aggro lads, this is
the story of what's widely considered one of the greatest live
albums of all time: Live At Leeds.

88 Story Behind
The So

Influenced by John ne and Ravi Shankar, The Byrds' Eight
Miles Highwas an early and key benchmark in psychedelic rock.

90 Piper At The Gates
Of Dawn

Pink Floyd's debut album would be eclipsed by their later

conceptual works, but at the time it landed like an alien spaceship.
We spoke to Vic Singh, the photographer behind the legendary

sleeve artwork.
96 Sgt Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band

The album when The Beatles turned on, tuned in, and dropped
out. Almost altogether. By the end of the decade in question,
their demise would be assured.

100 The Cosmic
Variety Show

In1967, Pink Floyd and The Jimi Hendrix Experiencewentona
package tour with The Move, The Nice, Amen Corner, Eire
Apparent and Outer Limits. You will have never seen anything like
it in your life.

108 Story Behind
The Song

Gimme Sheltermay have sounded insane and controversial in
1969 but it's an iron-clad banger that's stood the test of time.

110 Frank Za

Freak out! How the composer, songwriter and leader of The
Mothers Of Invention consistently pushed the envelope of

progressive rock’s avant-garde.

114 The birth of heavy

Just as it did 10 years earlier, the rock scene started undergoing
tremendous upheaval towards the end of 1969. This is the
culmination of rock's permissive new decade and how it would
usher in another 10 years of classic rock.

128 It’s 1969, OK?
The future’s bright; the future’s heavy: some of the stone-cold

grooves of heaviosity that closed out the 60s and also eventually
helped kill off the hippies in the bargain. It's a gas, baby!
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The Who: each The Rolling Stones:

member of the Mick and Keith
band had a studied the blues.
separate

influence.
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t's December 5, 1964. A bunch of oiks from
Dartford, London, hit number one in the
British charts with a cover of an old Howlin’
Wolf record. A couple of weeks earlier, The
Rolling Stones run through Little Red Rooster
on TV show Ready Steady Go! As Mick Jagger
and then boss and guitarist Brian Jones
mince outrageously for the cameras, a
fresh-faced Keith Richards (back when he had a
face, natch) lazily strums his way through the
song’s three chords.

[t's an iconic appearance but, beyond the
haircuts and tight trousers, it’s important because
it marks a transition point for popular music. This
is the first and last time a blues song will top the
UK charts. Within a year or so, five British kids
trying to cut an authentic Chicago blues record
won't be good enough. It was time for a new
sound. Can you dig it?

The music we now refer to as “rock” was not

born in a vacuum. For the British “yoof” it all

i - P TR beginsin 1955 with Lonnie Donegan’s skiffle
The blues had a baby and they named it rock'n'roll,” said sirgsl. Rock Ilarad i A refouee of Chis Babie'

MUddy Waters. That makes rock the exalted grandchild with Jazz Band, Donegan and his take on an old Lead

R&B, soul - even surf music - on the birth certificate... s S S . 1 op——
g and Paul McCartney wrapped 'round guitars. This
Words: Ed Mitchell is the DIY punk rock thing 20-odd years before
Johnny Rotten and Sid Vicious were even cleared
for take off. ..
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The Who scrunched their collective influences
into a tight ball and called it “Maximum R&B"
for dramatic effect. Long live rock!

1955 also sees the release of an American flick
called Blackboard Jungle. Loaded with social
commentary, the film found actors Glenn Ford
and Sidney Poitier clipping earholes at a tough
inner city school. Before that movie, excitement for
your average British teenager involved shoving
frogspawn down a girl’s frock and laying waste to
your schoolmates’ dreams with a prize conker, all
while dressed in a pair of your dad’s old flannels.
Post-Blackboard Jungle, you were rampaging through
the bloody cinema, tearing up the seats and losing
your shit to Bill Haley & The Comet’s Rock Around
The Clock.

The ironic thing is, just about everything that
sparked the birth of rock in the mid 60s happened
a decade earlier. Blackboard Jungle; Elvis Presley’s
Heartbreak Hotel; the stellar rise of Buddy Holly. Yes,
The Beatles raised the bar cos they wrote their own
songs. That was Buddy’s influence. Just about
every young British guitarist of the early 60s [to
date in fact] made their bones ripping off Chuck

Berry. Songs about shagging and teenage rebellion? |

Yeah, Eddie Cochran was all over that stuffin the
late 50s, daddio.

By the start of the 60s, Buddy and Eddie are dead
and America has effectively had its balls removed,
musically speaking. The charts ooze with
unthreatening, pimply crooners. Even Elvis was
phoning it in. The one sign of life is the emerging
surf scene with cats like Dick Dale knocking the
kids bandy down on the beach.

Meanwhile, Brit kids immerse themselves even
deeper in the blues with most of the movers and
shakers that will shape rock catching the visiting
caravan tours that feature icons like Muddy Waters
and gospel artist Sister Rosetta Tharpe. There’s
another key influence coming through via Stax
Records in Memphis, Tennessee. Captured in one
take in 1962, Green Onions by Booker T & The MGs
fuels the sound of mod groups like The Small Faces
via their keyboardist [an McLagan. It's the reason
that rock’s future germinators like Traffic’s Steve
Winwood and Deep Purple’s Jon Lord found
themselves behind Hammond organs. The

GETTY

L e

recording also puts soul into the forefront as an
important ingredient in any Brit group’s sound,
along with blues and R&B of course.

That mix of influences is exemplified by
Shepherd’s Bush’s finest, The Who. Pete
Townshend’s guitar style is a DNA splice of proto-
punk Link Wray’s aggression, Sister Rosetta’s
rapid-fire picking, and Eddie Cochran’s muscular
strumming... John Entwistle is a Motown guy,
influenced by the label’s resident bass genius James
Jamerson. Drummer Keith Moon is a surf music
nut, and a nut in general. When he isn’t putting up
his dukes, singer Roger Daltrey soaks up the blues.
Just like everyone else, the band’s backing vocal
licks are lifted from The Everly Brothers. The point
is, The Who scrunched their collective influences
into a tight ball and called it “Maximum R&B” for
dramatic effect. Long live rock!

August 20, 1965. The Stones again. Brian Jones
has been sidelined. This time Mick and Keith are in
charge. The new single [I Can't Get No| Satisfaction is
released. This isn't five kids playing at Chicago
blues anymore. Satisfaction is riff-driven rock. The
single sums up the mood of a music scene that’s
shifting from pastiche to innovation. All over the
UK, bands are using their influences as a
springboard, not a blueprint. Somewhere in
London, Eric Clapton has just got his hands on an
old Les Paul. 1966 is gonna be one helluva year.

CLASSICROCKMAGAZINE.COM 9
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THE 29 SONGS

THAT SHAPED

Casting a long shadow over the genesis of rock music in the
60s, these are the songs that inspired a whole new generation
of songwriters to take up their guitars in anger...

=  GROSSROADBLUES

fi_ugzﬂm_u__ (D3
KR _,I' ROBERT JOHNSON
g All the folklore BS about Robert

8 Johnson making a deal with the
Dewl keepmg one step ahead of hell hounds, and
dying in agony from a bottle of poisoned whiskey,
well, it was killer PR. The real story was his
incredible guitar playing. As Johnson disciple and
Rolling Stone Keith Richards said, “It took me a
long time to realise he was actually doing it all by
himself.” Then you've got the songs. Eric Clapton’s
reworking of Cross Road Blues with Cream [Wheels
Of Fire, 1968] transformed Johnson’s plea into a

York masterpiece.

APPENBCEVERY oy

SISTER ROSETTA THARPE

When gospel singer Sister Rosetta
Tharpe stepped onto a disused railway station
platform in Manchester on May 7, 1964, she lit a
fire under the emergent British blues scene. The
good sister had already been name-checked as a
major influence by Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash.
Now, as she performed in the rain, she blew away
an audience of mods and students with the
lightning fast picking and remarkable lung-
shredding vocals that are all over Strange Things
Happening Every Day.

_ ROCKISLANDLINE
. LONNIE DONEGAN

|'-% it Fﬂj;i{;? Before Lonnie Donegan, music
L] EOCK 15LAND

W ~ifise / wassomething adults did on
\*:., i .". “‘“..‘.-:':""
trumpets and things, and kids

L
Vi b
||.‘
'

|'II§

were expected to be seen and not heard. Donegan
changed all that with a breathless run through of
an old Lead Belly folk tune. This is the song that put
Jimmy Page on the road to rock infamy, and also
sowed the seeds of The Fab Four. Sadly, Donegan
died a bitter man, believing that he never got the

fortune and recognition he deserved for changing
the world.

Little .i'n. hg

7 TUTTIFRUTTI!

3 b LI'ITlE RICHARD

8 « A-wop-bop-a-loo-mop alop-bam-

| boom!” Apparently written when
¥4 he was working as a janitor, Little
Rl{:hard s Tutti Frutti is probably the most exuberant
rock’n’roll performance ever captured on tape. The
songs original theme of gay sex were toned down
for the commercial release but it’s the way that
Richard delivers them that makes this 45 so
influential. Beatle Paul McCartney is a disciple of
course. Ditto Elton John, Billy Joel and anyone else
who ever beat the shit out of a piano while
screaming their tits off. ..

waiz HEARTBREAK HOTEL

ey EI.VIS PRESI.EY
HHHHHFELEM J The oft-quoted John Lennon quip
/. that “before Elvis, there was
nothing” wasn’t quite true. Like other British kids,
he’d got his start thanks to skiffle. Yet, Heartbreak
Hotel, and its blistering Scotty Moore guitar solo,
did devastate teens across the UK despite its slow
tempo and lyrics based around a real-life suicide.
“It was almost like I'd been waiting for it to
happen,” said Keith Richards tellingly in his
biography Life. “When I woke up the next day I was
a different guy.”

7% RAGEWITHTHEDEVIL

., O— __

=) GENE VINCENT & HIS BLUE CAPS

o Gene Vincent is his usual mean

Rie? and magnificent self on Race With
The Dewl but it’s guitarist Cliff Gallup that makes
the track special. Gallup is a huge inspiration for
Jeft Beck. His 1993 Crazy Legs album was a tribute to
the guitarist. You can also hear Gallup’s influence
on Jeff's Boogie from the 66 Yardbirds album Roger
The Engineer. Despite being name checked as an
influence by Beck, Stray Cat Brian Setzer, and
Jimmy Page, Gallup still remains an under
appreciated figure in the birth of rock guitar.

SMOKESTACK LIGHTNIN

v
i CHEss 2 QI
- = HOWLIN' WOLF
sore sucx oo . He might have recorded the song
" in 1956 but Chester Burnette, Mr

Howlin’ Wolf, had been performing Smokestack
Lightnin’ since the early 30s. “We used to sit out in
the country and see the trains go by, watch the
sparks come out of the smokestack,” he once
revealed. “That was smokestack lightning.” The '56
recording is especially stirring thanks to the
opening guitar lick played by Hubert Sumlin. It
was later adapted by US garage band punks The
Groupies for their '66 gem Primitive.

TRAINKEPT A-ROLLIN

JOHNNY BURNETTE & THE
ROCK'N'ROLL TRIO

You'll likely know this tune best as
rebooted by the Jeff Beck-era Yardbirds in 1965. A
year later, Jimmy Page was on board and the song
was recut as Stroll On for the soundtrack of the
movie Blow Up. The Johnny Burnette & The
Rock'n'Roll trio 45 was itself a cover of the original
1951 recording by jump blues cat Tiny Bradshaw.
The Johnny Burnette cut features the brilliant
riffing of rockabilly guitarist Paul Burlison, one of
the most unsung architects of the rock sound...

7. DIXIEFRIED
© "\ CARLPERKINS
= ¥ Even amongst a roster that
/' featured Elvis, Johnny Cash, Jerry
Lee Lewis and Charlie Feathers,
Carl Perkins stood out at Sun Records. He'd written
Blue Suede Shoes, but it was his virtuoso country
guitar picking that made his such a massive
influence on George Harrison. The tale of a juiced-
up hoodlum, Dixie Fried features Perkins’ toughest
lyrics: “now Dan got happy and he started raving, he
jerked out his razor but he wasn't shaving...”

TIIAT LLBE THE DAY

[t's impossible to overstate just
how important this record is.
That'll Be The Day was the first song recorded by a
pre-Fab Beatles, back when they were still kids.
Bespectacled Texan Buddy Holly was proof that
you didn’t have to be pretty like Elvis, or a gifted
guitarist like Eddie Cochran to be a rock'n’roll star.
He also put the Fender Stratocaster on the map
when he was pictured cradling a sunburst example

. on the cover of debut album The “Chirping” Crickets.
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