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THE STORY OF THE STRATOCASTER
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1956 STRATOCASTER | V INTAGE BENCH TEST

KEY FEATURES
1956 FENDER 
STRATOCASTER
DESCRIPTION Solidbody electric 
guitar. Made in USA

SCALE LENGTH 650mm/25.5�

�NECK WIDTH 42mm at nut, 
51.5mm at 12th fret 

NECK DEPTH 21mm at �rst fret, 
22mm at 12th fret

�STRING SPACING 33mm at nut, 
55.5mm at bridge

WEIGHT 3.44kg/7.58lbs 

FINISH Two-tone burst

CONTACT  
Lucky Fret Music 
0207 729 9186 
www.luckyfret.com

GMC30.vbt_56.SENT.indd   25 02/08/2018   11:48



THIS This is the original factory 
nut and you can see how the 
string slots were �V� shaped  
and very wide

BELOW You can gauge the depth 
of the neck by the way it 
transitions into the back of the 
headstock. Thinner vintage 
Fender necks would have wood 
carved away in the area behind 
the headstock to reduce neck 
depth at the �rst fret and there 
would be a curve rather than the 
straight line seen here
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V IN TAGE BENCH TEST  | 1956 STRATOCASTER
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LEFT To avoid waste, no yellow 
stain was applied on the treble 
side of the pickup routs. Also 
check out the rough worm  
rout for the wires in the bridge 
pickup cavity

THIS The chamfered edges of  
the jacksocket hole show Gloria 
probably had to do some 
last-minute �ling to get the  
plate to sit �at on the body

BOTTOM LEFT It took Fender a 
while to settle on a method for 
spraying sunburst �nishes and in 
early �56 the company was still 
�guring it out. You can see a very 
grainy transition between the 
light and dark areas and there 
are plenty of big brown spots 
where they shouldn�t be

theguitarmagazine.com  |  THE STRATOCASTER BIBLE  |  29

1956 STRATOCASTER | V IN TAGE BENCH TEST
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